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Predatory capitalism has invaded Mongolia-the savage western hordes overrunning-and but for the recent 
Hollywood-distributed movie spectacle Mon gol [1] and colorful travel magazine articles no one in America hears 
much of anything about the place. Behind the bells and whistles promoting 'democracy', 'conservation', 'human 
rights', and a 'free press', Mongolia is under attack and the people suffering a world of hurt. The same companies 
destroying Mongolia are destroying Congo and Canada and everywhere else they appear. Meanwhile, three years 
after winning the Goldman Environmental Prize-the 'Green Nobel'-Mongol herder Tsetsegee Munkhbayar shot at 
foreign mining operations and thus he is denounced and shunned by the same foreigners who recognized him as a 
hero. This is a story about the killing of the earth, the killing of truth, the killing of hope-and the killing of the nomad's 
way. 


In early September 2010, a small band of Mongolian citizens armed with 
hunting rifles opened fire on gold mining equipment owned by two foreign mining firms operating illegally in northern 
Mongolia. One of the four armed activists was Tsetsegee Munkhbayar, a 2007 winner of the prestigious Goldman 
Environmental Prize--the 'Green Nobel'-awarded annually to pivotal environmentalists taking a stand around the 
globe. 

"With unwavering passion," reads the National Geo graphic Emerging Explorers profile of Tsetsegee Munkhbayar, "he 
inspired thousands of local villagers, held press conferences, organized town hall meetings, lobbied legislators, and 
led protest marches-mobilizing an unprecedented level of grassroots participation among citizens who previously felt 
they had no power to shape government policy." [2] 

Three years after winning the award--and a whole lot more illegal mining and pollution later--Munkhbayar's little gang 
of four and their militant actions against the capitalist invasion remain in complete media whiteout in the western 
press: it's as if the early September shootings never happened. While the civic activists face possible prosecution 
and extended jail terms--if not sudden unexplained death-rapacious mining companies further plunder and pollute 
the land. 

The gang of four-Tsetsegee Munkhbayar, G. Bayaraa, D. Tumurbaatar and O. Sambuu-Yondon-are 
environmentalists from the United Movement of Mongolian Rivers and Lakes (UMMRL), a consortium of 
Mongolian groups organized to fight foreign extractive industries that have invaded the fledgling 'democracy'. 
UMMRL was formed in June 4, 2009 after its predecessor, the Mongolian Nature Protection Coalition (MNPC), 
dissolved in the spring of 2008. Tsetsegee Munkhbayar-and many collaborators he works with-was pivotal to the 
creation of both MNPC and UMMRL. 
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Behind the story of Tsetsegee Munkhbayar is a story of greed, private profit, deception, betrayal, stealth and 
heartbreak. Just three years after becoming a global hero, Tsetsegee Munkhbayar is today shunned by the people 
who lobbied to make him a Goldman Award winner, and they have even branded him and his colleagues as 
terrorists. 

"The shooters sent a powerful message," reported EurasiaNet . the only foreign media outlet to report on the recent 
shooting action. "Puraam, a Chinese firm, and Centerra Gold, a Canadian-operated company, "aren't welcome in the 
area, one of Mongolia's only forested regions." [3] Centerra is also operating in Kyrgyzstan, a former Russian republic 
where paramilitary government forces repressed public protests and shot hundreds of unarmed protesters in 2010. 
[4] 

Centerra Gold and Puraam Mining are operating on 168 hectares of land and contaminating the headwaters of the 
Selenge, Mongolia's largest river, and the source for Lake Baikal, the world's largest freshwater lake. The Gatsuur 
deposit, currently exploited by Centerra Gold, contains an estimated 1.3 million ounces of gold valued at tens of 
billions of dollars. Centerra's Boroo gold mine began production in 2004 and yields an average of 180,000 ounces of 
gold annually. 

The locals see very little from the gold taken from their lands. At least 70% of the population lives in absolute poverty. 
Alcoholism is a national epidemic. The social fabric is unraveling. Human trafficking is a big business. Everything is 
for sale, or already sold. 

"[People] see the 1990s privatization rush and years of harsh weather as a kind of economic one-two punch. Twenty 
years after Mongolia peacefully threw off 70 years of communism, one-third of Mongolia's 2.9 million people live 
below the poverty level of less than $2 a day; even white-collar workers like doctors and teachers can earn as little as 
$300 a month." [5] 



Mining operations devastate the sensitive Mongolian environment. Photo credit: unknown. 

The mining companies arrived in Mongolia hand-in-hand with the international NGOs--euphemistically called 'non¬ 
government' organizations--and they promote the western imposed ideal of 'privatization'. The unstated assumptions 
that came along with this are that freedom-loving westerners are uniquely qualified to teach Mongolians about 
democracy, human rights, good government and environmental stewardship. Tsetsegee Munkhbayar was patronized 
and promoted by this framework of foreign intervention. 

"According to the promoters," writes Dr. Joan Roelofs, "the precondition for such benefits is a 'free market' economy, 
or the adoption of 'neoliberalism', which entails the privatization of most government functions, deregulation of 
business, abolition of subsidies and welfare, and availability of all assets (land, TV stations, national newspapers, 
etc.) for purchase by any corporation, regardless of nationality. Freedom also means that foreigners can start any 
business anywhere..." [6] 

A HERO'S WELCOME 

"Tsetsegee Munkhbayar spent his childhood herding yaks on the banks of the Onggi, one of Mongolia's largest 
rivers," wrote National Geo graphic in their Emerging Explorers profile. [7] "About 60,000 people and one million head 
of livestock depended on the powerful waterway. But in the early 1990s the essential life source began shrinking, 
grew contaminated, and by 2001 water that had coursed through his village for centuries had vanished-leaving a 
rocky riverbed, thirsty herds, and devastated families." [8] 
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"The dramatic dry-up was the result of unregulated hydraulic mining that used high-pressure water systems to extract 
gold and other minerals," the National Geo graphic continues. "With more than half the nation's land granted to 
mining, the effects were rapid and enormous--1,500 rivers and creeks were cut off and 300 lakes were emptied. 
Desperate for drinking water, Munkhbayar's family and neighbors dug wells. But groundwater was so contaminated 
that dozens [sic] of local children suffered serious liver damage. Munkhbayar's son was taken ill, and his mother lost 
her life." [9] 

As a child, Tsetsegee Munkhbayar dreamed of his hero, Chinggis Khan, the great horseman of the Mongolian 
steppes, and of becoming a respected herder in the long nomadic tradition of his family. After the heartbreak of 
seeing his native Onggi River run dry due to unregulated foreign mining, and seeing his people and their herds dying 
from toxic pollution related diseases, Tsetsegee Munkhbayar took action, organized people, challenged corporations 
and government. 

"The Onggi River Movement he co-founded convinced government officials to expand and enforce mining 
regulations, pass new legislation, establish citizen oversight for the entire mining process, and start environmental 
restoration work. As a result, 35 of the 37 mining operations in the Onggi river basin stopped destructive operations, 
the worst offender shut down, and for the first time in years the river flows again. Munkhbayar went on to unite 11 
river movements, creating the Mongolian Nature Protection Coalition, one of the nation's most influential civic and 
environmental organizations." [10] 

It wasn't long before Tsetsegee Munkhbayar was noticed by the experts at the The Asia Foundation, a San 
Francisco-based 'think tank' and 'advocacy' organization that meddles, quite deeply, it turns out, in the foreign affairs 
of 'repressive' nations (e.g. China), little island protectorates involved in 'counter-insurgencies' (e.g. Philippines), 
former Soviet Republics (e.g. Kyrgyzstan) and so-called 'failed states' where the United States just happens to be 
prosecuting all out war (e.g. Afghanistan & Iraq). 

"On Monday, April 23, 2007, Tsetsegee Munkhbayar of Mongolia, founder of a mass citizen's movement to protect 
Mongolia's national waterways, won a 2007 Goldman Environmental Prize--the largest accolade in the world for 
grassroots environmentalists," wrote TAF's director at the time, Bill Foerderer Infante. "Often referred to as the 'Green 
Nobel,' the $125,000 annual award was established in 1990 by San Francisco civic leader and philanthropist Richard 
N. Goldman [11] and his late wife, Rhoda H. Goldman, to recognize outstanding individuals who are combating 
pressing environmental challenges, and was created to allow these people to continue their important work." 

"The only Asian recipient of the award this year," Bill Infante continued, "Mr. Munkhbayar, 40 [at the time], was 
recognized for having successfully pressured 35 of 37 mining operations working in Mongolia's Onggi river basin--a 
precious drinking water supply for rural Mongolians--to permanently stop harmful, ruinous mining and exploration 
activities. Beginning in 2001, and with a volunteer staff of more than 2,000 people, Mr. Munkhbayar's Onggi River 
Movement organized multi-province roundtable discussions and launched high-profile radio and television 
campaigns to build public awareness." 



After winning the Goldman Environmental prize in 2007, activist Tsetsegee Munkhbayar was widely celebrated by 
western institutions and the English-speaking press for his peaceful and collaborative achievements in uniting 
nomads and organizing civil society to protect Mongolia's environment. Tsetsegee Munkhbayar was not just an 
environmentalist, he was a national hero, standing up for ordinary people and basic human rights, a former herder 
turned national spokesman who rose out of the backward and repressive social milieu of communism in collapse. 
Tsetsegee Munkhbayar was rewarded for speaking up--an action unheard of in Mongolian society--in the former 
Soviet-run communist republic turned 'emerging democracy' of Mongolia. 

HOME, HOME ON THE RANGE 

I found Tsetsegee Munkhbayar and other key river movement activists from around the country at the offices of the 
Onggi River Movement in Mongolia's capital city, Ulaanbaatar. [12] Tsetsegee Munkhbayar is every bit a man 
deserving of awards. 

"In Mongolia it is nonsense to speak about 'pollution' when the entire water source has disappeared," Tsetsegee 
Munkhbayar told me. "Because of climate differences--it is not like the United States--we have to completely prohibit 
the use of water in Mongolia." 

The year 2000 saw massive livestock die-offs in Mongolia due to a regional climate (drought) condition called ghang- 
meaning that water resources in Mongolia were always scarce to begin with--exacerbated by global climate 
instability. On the great Mongol steppe, killing droughts come with the ghang, where summer sunshine scorches 
grasslands, and the qara zhud, a snowless winter in a waterless desert. Torrential rains bring floods. The caghan 
zhud is a blizzard of frozen snowy starvation and the tugharai-yin zhud defines another kind of hunger: too many 
cattle or horses, thousands of hooves ripping apart the land; too many sheep or goats, devouring every last grass. 
Winter plunges the mercury to minus 35 or minus 40 or colder-minus 70 in recent years-the killing temperatures. 
Whole herds vanish overnight, and with them the livelihoods of whole families. Hardest hit were small-scale 
Mongolian herders. Ghang struck again in the winter of 2010, killing some 8 million (17%) of the country's livestock. 
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However, ghang and zhud have now also become big businesses in Mongolia: absent the appropriate land 
management policies, or the enforcement of laws, in a system rife with corruption, the effects of climate mayhem 
have been exacerbated by government officials with over-sized herds who capitalize on ordinary people's losses and 
monopolize government subsidies, capitalize on western donors' support, and dominate the best grazing land. 

A landlocked nation of steppes and desert, Mongolia is known mostly for its nomadic herders and heroic former 
leader Chinggis Khaan. [13] With an estimated $1.3 trillion worth of untapped mineral assets, according to Eurasia 
Capital, a predatory Hong Kong-based investment bank, "the investment world is eagerly eyeing opportunities in 
Mongolia". 

Capitalism arrived in Mongolia circa 1990 and the people saw more than 60 years of communist propaganda dissolve 
into capitalist propaganda overnight. Suddenly, everything that was bad was good, and everything that was good was 
bad. Now they are seeing the reality of capitalism. 



The rapid expansion of rapacious profit-driven ecotourism is destroying Mongolia's culture, people and land: 
Mongolia is the new wild, wild west, the last frontier. Tourist camps and lodges run by 'entrepreneurs' wielding the 
power of private-profit have sprouted up in pristine wilderness where only herders once roamed. More and more 
herders are landless and herd-less. 

Big mining companies have forced more and more nomads into the sprawling poverty of ger cities. [14] Communities 
of herders that have stood up, peacefully and unarmed, for their environmental and human rights--clean air, clean 
water, clean pastures--for more than a decade. Mining and logging have dried up or poisoned whole rivers. 
Increasingly aggressive responses from increasingly desperate communities have been met with paramilitary 
violence and illegal western-style 'legal' actions in the elite-controlled courts. 

The poverty in cities takes many forms: homelessness, over-crowding, squatting, slave labor. The urban poor-- 
increasingly desperate and disillusioned--have robbed Ulaanbaatar's graves of sacred artifacts that were long ago 
buried with the ancestors: pried open and ransacked, skulls and skeletons spill out of crumbling wood caskets. (See: 
journalist Damien Dawson's Graves of the TV District, a documentary that investigates human trafficking crimes and 
the exploitation of women and children in Mongolia (www.gravesofthetvdistrict.com). 



Hundreds of street children were living in Ulaanbaatar's underground sewer systems in the dead of the Mongolian 
winter: temperatures have plummeted to minus 40 Farenheit in cities and minus 70 F in rural areas in recent years. 
One Mongolian researcher who was involved in a street children study in Mongolia reports that according to the 
national statistics the number of homeless children in Mongolia reached about 2000 at its highest in the early 1990s, 
but the number hovered steadily around 1000-1400 annually, depending on the season (in winters some kids 
returned home). However, the numbers suddenly dropped since around 2006: people explain the drop by trafficking 
of homeless children to China to use their body parts (kidneys, livers, hearts) for transplants. 

Hundreds of people work each day picking through garbage in the city dumps; many of them live there: western 
charity and aid groups have preyed on them, promising all kinds of changes, using images of them in fancy 


http://www.consciousbeingalliance.com/2010/12/post-2 


4/27 







3 / 3/2018 


GOLDMAN PRIZEWINNER SHOOTS UP FOREIGN MINING FIRMS IN MONGOLIA - Conscious Being Alliance 

brochures to win new grants, but providing no substantive relief. 

Preying on the country's 2.9 million people and polluting the vastly unpopulated land, transnational corporations 
backed by foreign governments and the western intelligence apparatus are plundering what some call 'the Saudi 
Arabia of Central Asia'. The same companies are plundering Mongolia as Congo and Canada, for example, and 
Western mining works in league with NGOs claiming to be working for Mongolia's conservation and development and 
freedom. The 'intelligence apparatus' includes the US Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) and National Security 
Agency (NSA): The CIA has a long history of foreign interventions, tortures, drugs-running and covert operations--as 
bad as anything ever done by SAVAK (Iran), KGB (Russia), or STASI (East Germany). 

OUR MONGOLIAN LAND 

"The government has sold out to mining companies and the government is fully under their control," said M. Bold, a 
leader of the civic movement My Mongolian Land. [15] A former military commander, M. Bold's movement attracted 
many other military-former soldiers disillusioned and disenfranchised by government. M. Bold has often been 
propositioned to take a bribe. He is worried about his life. "But someone has to speak out," he said. "If not me, no one 
will." [16] 

Formed in 2005, My Mongolian Land organized 29 public protests between 2005 and 2008, averaging 7000-8000 
people in each; the biggest was 13,000 people. To protest corrupt government deals that completely sold out to 
Ivanhoe Mines-one of the most notorious western corporations in Mongolia [17]—the group camped out for weeks on 
the streets of Ulaanbaatar in April 2006. One of the largest mass gatherings in Mongolia's history, they even burned 
an effigy of Ivanhoe's mining magnate Robert 'Toxic Bob' Friedland. M. Bold shows me the minerals map of 
Mongolia-specked and dotted with deposits all over the land. 



"Many top Mongolian military officials are linked to corrupt government officials," M. Bold told me. "It's not the 
'Democratic Party' and 'Communist Party' fighting each other in Mongolia, it's actually mining companies fighting for 
power and control." 

Western corporate lawyers sent by the mining companies have helped create tax and mining laws favorable to 
multinational corporations. Since 1991, the most progressive mining laws-hard fought for, hard won-have been 
reversed at least three times for the benefit of foreign extractive industries. However, most of the mining laws were 
copied over from Canada in 1997. Also helping to impose favorable mining and other laws are big western NGOS. 
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"As a newly developing 'democracy' we don't know how to control these NGOs and their projects," said M. Bold. "The 
money just cycles back to foreigners-advisers, experts, consultants--and these foreigners live very comfortably in 
Mongolia. There are so many of them. And we don't know what they are doing." 

The big NGOs in Mongolia include the Soros Foundation, World Wildlife Fund, Conservation International, The 
Nature Conservancy and The Asia Foundation-funded by USAID, [18] CIDA [19], JICA [20], DFID [21], DANIDA [22] 
World Bank, Asian Development Bank, and the KEIDENREN [23]. The big conservation and human rights NGOs 
work to 'protect the environment', but only selectively. They protect Mongolian resources from western capitalism's 
competitors-from China, Korea and Russia, in Mongolia's case-and blind the Mongolian people to the truth. 

Saruul Avgandoorj is a former school teacher turned green movement activist from Hongor village, next to the mining 
metropolis of Darkhan-where mining has poisoned the whole village with cyanide. We meet in the 'Veteran's 
Building' in Ulaanbaatar, where green movement and human rights activists have converged to form an alliance 
against government corruption and human rights abuses. They are also waging a war of occupation to hold onto the 
last public meeting space they have. 

"Babies have been born with deformities," Saruul Avgandoorj tells me, "and there have been more than 30 
miscarriages. There are many birth defects in cattle too. Around 15 people died-not old people-of the same 
symptoms." [24] 

Problems in this case are caused by the Chinese gold mining company 'Mich', partnered with the government of 
Darkhan and a federal parliamentarian official named Mr. Khayanharvaa. "He poisoned the whole village-the cattle, 
the humans, the environment, the water," says Saruul Avgandoorj. "He purchased and manipulated votes [in a recent 
election]. Now the green movement in Mongolia works in solidarity with human rights groups." 

In early July 2008 thousands of people protested the rigged national elections. Police responded with bullets, 
massive arrests, tortures, disappearances and secret trials. The western press produced superficial reports, but like 
most substantive news, the post-elections violence was mostly in whiteout. Saruul Avgandoorj, now the National 
Green Movement leader, and Arslan Gombosuren, leader of the Mongolian Citizens for Justice Movement, were 
imprisoned for 14 days in August 2008 for sitting down in a public place with pieces of tape emblazoned with the 
Mongol word for 'release' taped over their mouths. [25] 



The Asia Foundation (TAF) provided 'election observers'-more US government funding-but according to Mongolian 
civil society organizations the entire show was a farce; even foreign expatriates agreed. Director Bill Infante published 
TAF reports claiming that the elections were 'free and fair'—it's too bad about the elections-related violence, he said, 
dismissing it—but a good example of an 'emerging democracy' in the making. 

"They [TAF] called the elections 'free and fair', and they were quoted by all the western newspapers," said 'Bayarma 
Ganbold', a Mongolian civic activist afraid of being targeted for speaking out, "and they never changed their story, 
even when it became obvious it wasn't true. Bill Infante's wife Bettina started a public relations company with 
government candidates as her clients. Bill and Bettina created all this propaganda about how wonderful the elections 
were. But the elections were fixed from the beginning to the end." [26] 

In October 2008, some 230 innocent civilians-over 70 teenagers and 130 people aged 19-21-remained locked in 
brutal Mongolian jails after police swept the streets in early July arresting 823 people. Mongolian witnesses claim that 
the post-election 'riots' of early July were designed to justify arrests, since they were manufactured by neo-Nazi 
provocateurs tolerated and promoted by police. More than 72 people disappeared, while official tolls reported only 
five people killed. Far-right groups in Mongolia are proliferating, and the neo-Nazis allegedly serve as mafia thugs for 
government parliamentarians and other recipients of western largesse. [27] 
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NAZI memorabilia and statues adorn the walls of a popular bar cafe in downtown 
Ulaanbataar, speaking to the rise of neo-Nazi factions there. 

"The government hid the facts," said 'Bayarma Ganbold', "and The Asia Foundation played along. They were 
partners in crime. We've made the human rights situation known to international human rights organizations -Human 
Rights Watch and Amnesty International -but they haven't responded." 

In 2009, Amnesty International published a report blaming the July 2008 violence on 'riots': there was no mention of 
western interests in elections-rigging or neo-Nazi provocateurs who instigated the 'riots'. [28] 

Those arrested were tortured into signing confessions, denied legal representation, tried in groups in secret 
government trials, and some were sentenced to 15-20 years in prison. A few people with money were able to buy 
their way out: one family paid $11,000 to police to release their son, who they quickly packed off to South Korea for 
safety. 

Saruul Avgandoorj described how the George Soros Foundation funds a lot of police projects in Mongolia, projects 
like the 'Police and Community Cooperation' and 'Achievement of a New Level'. "But we don't know what they do," 
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she said. "Many [foreign] NGOs and organizations are working as agents for [corrupt] politicians. No one realizes the 
catastrophe that is unfolding here." 



NON-GOVERNMENT EUPHEMISM 

In the beginning, Tsetsegee Munkhbayar had a very positive understanding about The Asia Foundation (TAF), which 
had been working in Mongolia since (at least) 1990. One of the local Mongolia partners for the World Bank, TAF 
helped build the Mongolian Nature Protection Coalition (MNPC), an alliance of eleven domestic civil society 
conservation NGOs created through the organizational skills and respectful dialog of Tsetsegee Munkhbayar and his 
colleagues. 

TAF financed a variety of Onggi River Movement projects with some $10,000 over four years, 2004-2008. In 2007, 
the first year of the MNPC, TAF donated $US 120,000 to be shared amongst eleven groups of the coalition; TAF 
gave $60,000 in 2008. 

While pitching a few thousand dollars to the MNPC, TAF was at the same time filling its coffers and funding its foreign 
salaried professionals with money earned by leveraging the success story of Tsetsegee Munkhbayar and the 
Goldman prize TAF won him. 

In 2006, for example, TAF used the success story of the Onggi River Movement and MNPC to leverage 2.7 million 
Euros ($US 3,630,000) from the Dutch government for a TAF project titled To Guarantee the Future'. It wasn't long 
before TAF dropped the Mongolian Nature Protection Coalition altogether and the coalition disbanded. By October 
2008, the MNPC hadn't seen a penny of the Dutch funds. 

It was the salaried professionals at TAF who nominated Tsetsegee Munkhbayar for the Goldman Prize, and an 
investigation into their motivations, their ties to big business and other facts, reveals that their agenda is not as pure 
as they would like the world to believe. In nominating and awarding Tsetsegee Munkhbayar, the people at TAF also 
wrote the script for his environmental heroism--not out of concerns for the environment, but to guide and shape the 
environmental movement to suit TAF--and the western corporate template for 'social activism' in an 'emerging 
democracy'. TAF and their partners and sponsors used Tsetsegee Munkhbayar as a tool in their multibillion dollar 
plans for 'shaping' Mongolian civil society in the interests of western penetration and control. 

While pumping money into domestic civic organizations, subversive neocolonial entities like TAF also impose 
limitations on grant recipients. NGOs affiliated with the MNPC began to notice 'donor preferences'--where funds were 
channeled to the NGOs that remained more silent and acquiescent about government policies, and especially those 
that did not protest against mining companies. Mongolian NGOs were expected to defer to TAF when dealing with the 
media, and they were compelled to sign contracts forbidding them from publicly protesting against mining companies 
or government policies. TAF also worked to determine and control the members of the boards overseeing the 
environmental coalitions that received TAF funds. Ultimately, river coalition members found they had no control over 
their own groups: TAF tried to maintain all control. [29] 

Indigenous activists like Tsetsegee Munkhbayar are encouraged to 'cooperate' and subordinate themselves to 
powerful foreign NGO entities in a multitude of ways--much like self- and other forms of censorship in the western 
press model. That they will not cross a certain invisible but tangible line is expected of them. When members of 
domestic organizations like Tsetsegee Munkhbayar "make 'noises' in society they draw[s] public attention to issues 
which either are not known or were not able to be known previously due to a lack of access to information, secrecy 
and distance from the areas where issues exist." [30] 
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PICTURES WORTH A THOUSAND HERDS 

Due to the influence and subterfuge of western interests, and their lack of accountability or transparency, Mongolian 
nationals sometimes harbor distorted perceptions. For example, one MNPC activist claimed that "TAF paid one 
photographer $90,000 to do some pictures in Mongolia. Meanwhile all eleven MNPC organizations, with $120,000 to 
split between them in the first year [2007], were tasked with buying computers and other equipment and establishing 
an environmental protection network across all Mongolia." 

Ted Wood claims that the MNPC activist was incorrect (they have not responded to my clarification inquiry of 
February 2011). "This is complete fiction," Ted Wood responded [February 2011]. "The only fee I received from TAF 
for photography was $900 for a 3-day shoot in eastern Mongolia for their 'Books for Asia' program." 

Ted Wood would not answer questions about how much money he received from TAF for other projects or purposes. 
According to his own biography, Ted Wood is a Boulder, Colorado (USA)-based freelance photographer and author 
"who specializes in natural history and environmental images. He has photographed for Vanity Fair . Los An g eles 
Times Mag azine . The New York Times . National Wildlife , and Outside ." and his images are copyrighted, marketed 
and sold through the photo agencies Aurora Photos and Getty Images. 

Ted Wood's photographs from Mongolia were used in part for books peddled by TAF as part of their effort to 
penetrate Mongolian culture with 'educational' materials infused with western values and norms about private profit, 
individualism, and 'free-market' competition. [31] However, not one of the elite US magazines that Ted Wood shoots 
for have published anything substantive about the western mining, human rights atrocities, or other foreign meddling 
in Mongolia. Both Ted Wood and TAF capitalize on their relationship: on their 'Power of a Book: Books for Asia' web 
page, TAF promotes Ted Wood; his biography is also listed on a TAF web page. Sponsors for TAF's international 
"Books for Asia" program include Chevron Oil and USAID. 


The Power of a Book: 

Books for Asia stories 

When is a book more than b book? When it inspires a 
teacher and transforms her students intense, fragile 
Pakistan, When it leads a Mongolian herder's son to the big 
city and he returns to govern his province. The Asia 
Foundation asked acclaimed p h otojo u rn a I ists Josef 
Polleross, Ted Wood, and others, to capture the stories of 
real people transformed by books donated by Books for 
Asia, our fifty-five year running on-the-ground effort. 
Turbulence and unpredictability are affecting millions in 
Asia, and! books unlock potential 


"The conclusions you are drawing here are wrong," Ted Wood wrote me [February 2011], protesting my 
characterizations of his work. "I donated a couple images to TAF guides concerning citizen rights as they pertained to 
mining and the environment. I have no control over the editorial content of magazines that license my photos, as you 
should know. I've proposed many mining stories, but mining stories in Mongolia are not at the top of magazines' lists 
I'm afraid. The connection you're making here between my work and the absence of magazine stories is truly unfair." 

In fact, Ted Wood and his journalism colleague Jeremy Schmidt also formed an NGO in the United States called 
Conservation Ink whose self-advertised mission "is to support conservation and environmental awareness in natural 
and cultural areas through the production and distribution of educational materials." The financial sponsors of 
Conservation Ink include the National Geo gra phic Societ y. USAID, The Nature Conservancy, Wildlife Conservation 
Society, The Asia Foundation and--no small surprise--the Ivanhoe [Mines] Community Development Fund. [32] 

"Many corporations have funds or foundations," Ted Wood replied [letter of complaint, February 2011]. "Ford, 
Microsoft, etc. Shell even supports Frontline and PBS , even when the story is anti-oil. The Ivanhoe Fund gave us 
money to translate our educational materials on Gobi Gurvansaikan National Park for use in Mongolian schools." 

"I suggest you contact Ivanhoe," said Jeremy Schmidt, co-founder of Conservation Ink , responding to questions 
about their grant from Ivanhoe Mines, for the original publication of this story. "Alyson Croft was our contact with the 
Fund at the time of the grant we received. It was 2004 or 2005, a small grant to translate our Gobi map-guide into 
Mongolian for free local distribution." [33] 
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Alyson Croft is the wife of Layton Croft, the former Mongolia country director for The Asia Foundation and, as we will 
shortly see, he was one of Tsetsegee Munkhbayar's primary advocates with the Goldman Foundation. 

National Geo graphic has used some of Ted Wood's images. In a single on-line story they did which talks in any detail 
about mining in Mongolia--a story where they cite Tsetsegee Munkhbavar-- National Geo graphic blamed Mongolia's 
mining woes on Chinese and Russian firms (who are certainly doing their share of plundering and poising the land) 
and on small-scale Mongolian miners--mom-and-pop herder families struggling to eke a living out of the harsh, cruel 
world that wiped out their herds--and the only hint of any western mining involvement was in a quote they inserted by 
Ivanhoe Mines spokesman Layton Croft. 

Mining companies are always downplaying the size of mineral reserves, and western mining companies are not to 
blame for anything, they say, since they have hardly arrived in Mongolia and haven't even begun to exploit the 
resources. Anyways, big things are in store for the lucky communities nearby, they promise. 

"Mining to date has been relatively small-scale," said Layton Croft, an executive with Ivanhoe Mines, a Canadian 
company with a massive copper and gold mine development project in southern Mongolia. The boom really hasn't yet 
started. The prospect of mining is what's on everyone's mind." [34] 

The statement was both true and false at once. More interesting however is how the western invaders quote each 
other, slap each other's backs and butter each other's bread, how the western media uses these select experts to 
give voice to select ideas, and how the money cycles back and forth between them--perpetuating the propaganda 
and private profits of predatory capitalism. 

FOLLOW THE MONEY 

Substantial efforts (2005-2006) by Layton Croft, TAF's former Mongolia Country Director, and William Foerderer 
Infante, his successor, to lobby the Goldman Fund paid off when Tsetsegee Munkhbayar traveled to San Francisco, 
California (USA) to receive the $125,000 cash prize (2007). 

Robert Redford introduces Tsetsegee Munkhbayar and the other 2007 Goldman Prize winners in the moving 
Goldman Foundation video. [35] The video applauds Tsetsegee Munkhbayar for his organizational skills and 
peaceful, collaborative approach. One mining company public relations executive-Mongolian giving mining a 
Mongolian face-talks about restoration done by their mining company, suggesting a progressive mining climate in 
Mongolia, where companies comply with environmental stewardship, perform due diligence and work with 
communities. The video paints a happy and collaborative picture over the brutal realities attendant to the clash of 
civilizations. 

And then, at minute 4:18 in the Goldman Fund 2007 video we meet Mr. Layton Croft, who left TAF in 2005 to become 
Vice-President, Corporate Affairs & Social Responsibility, for Ivanhoe Mines. 

"The key to [Tsetsegee] Munkhbayar's success as a leader for responsible mining in Mongolia," says Layton Croft, in 
the Goldman Prize video, "is that he's had the courage to acknowledge that mining could be good for Mongolia, as 
long as it's done in a very open and participatory way." 

Layton Croft began his career as a Peace Corps volunteer in Mongolia (1994-1997). He later joined the Mongolian 
office of the big US government and intelligence organization PACT [36], where he was the Program Director for 
Information Systems for their Gobi Regional Economic Growth Initiative/Mongolia (1999-2002), working for PACT- 
Mongolia in an alliance with Mercy Corps and USAID. 

Mercy Corps has a very euphemistic name suggesting that they are merciful, caring, dedicated to helping-a.k.a. we 
are supposed to perceive them, as many of their workers perceive themselves, as selfless and charitable and serving 
a higher moral purpose: to alleviate suffering. However, the Mercy Corps partners include at least one multinational 
weapons manufacturer whose business depends on the proliferation and actuation of war (The Boeing Company). 
They are also affiliated with sweatshop companies (NIKE), predatory international banking (International Finance 
Corporation), and one of the US corporations (ITT) that directly supported the 1970 coup d'etat against Chilean 
president Salvador Allende and the rise of the brutal dictatorship of Augusto Pinochet. 

One of Layton Croft's USAID-backed projects with PACT involved bringing National Public Radio founder Bill 
Siemering and NPR personality Corey Flintoff to Mongolia to promote the USAID-funded fiction of 'free and 
independent' media. [37] Another PACT project Croft was involved with created and broadcast a TV sit-com "where 
marginalized herder and non-herder business operators are learning new skills to manage their diversified 
businesses for higher returns via a 26-episode educational TV soap opera broadcast on Mongolian National TV." The 
show had more than 400,000 viewers. [38] 

One of PACT'S nationally broadcast TV dramas was called Endless Labyrinth, described by PACT as "a 26 part 
drama, focused on a family that had lost its entire herd through natural disaster. Destitute, and in need of income, the 
family moves to the provincial center in search of employment opportunities. The show addressed issues such as 
urban migration, and helped to unravel the tangles of life in a modern market economy." 

However, we can be sure that the show did not challenge the basic beliefs and tenants of predatory capitalism, or 
international finance (George Soros made his billions by currency speculation that facilitated the collapse of former 
communist countries), or the nature of western propaganda, or the predation that comes side-by-side with the 
"humanitarian" business sector (with all their attendant human rights and environmental atrocities and their 
undermining of labor and health standards) or the spread of disease that comes with the penetration of multinational 
pharmaceutical corporations (dumping outdated or forbidden products or testing untested medicines) and 
agribusiness (spreading genetically modified seeds) and multinational food corporations (laced with poisons like 
monosodium glutamate or aspartame). 

The urban migration of Mongolian nomads is in PACT'S interest-getting the pesky people out of the way and freeing 
up the land for exploitation by mining, petroleum or other extractive industries. Meanwhile, the urban migrants can be 
more easily targeted by corporations peddling western commodities and serving the interests of companies like Nike 
and Wal-Mart, who also to be PACT partners. 

In short, while the scourge of western capitalism penetrates further and further into the Mongolian hinterland, the 
scourge of western propaganda penetrates deeper and deeper into the psyche of the average Mongolian cititzen 
(who is daily tuned in to these soap operas and herder dramas). The icing on the cake of indoctrination is the 
advertising that is infused between the segments of the episodes, filing up the airwaves and the minds of anxious 
listeners with ideas of consumption, the politics of desire, and the pathological western worship of individuality (and 
hostility to community, a.k.a., socialism). 
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Such foreign created and controlled propaganda is not purely entertainment: like the 'educational' books peddled by 
TAF and the TV sit-coms created by PACT, these programs rely on 'behavior change communications'-analyzing and 
changing local content to change attitudes and eventually change behaviors; creating desire, opening up new 
markets for western commodities, and selling advertising. [39] 



Layton Croft's next career step was TAF, 2003-2005, where he lobbied the Goldman Foundation to recognize 
Tsetsegee Munkhbayar. 

Layton Croft's experience working with and for the big NGOs--Soros Foundation, Mercy Corps, PACT, USAID, TAF-- 
certainly enhanced his next career move. Since 2005, Layton Croft has been the Executive Vice-President for 
Corporate Affairs and Community Relations at South Gobi Resources, an Ivanhoe Mines/Rio Tinto megaproject, and 
he is an "advisor for investor relations in Asia and corporate social responsibility" for Ivanhoe Mines. Alison Croft, his 
wife, works in 'community relations' with Ivanhoe Mines. 

As the newly hired public relations executive for Ivanhoe Mines, Layton Croft wasted no time in accusing Mongolian 
civil society groups -- including some of his former allies when he worked at TAF--of betraying the public. One of his 
first major public relations whitewash came in April 2006, when the effigy of 'Toxic Bob' Friedland was burned by My 
Mongolian Land, the Green Movement, and other civic groups. 

"We also overturned Ivanhoe cars in 2007 protests," M. Bold from My Mongolian Land told me. "Ivanhoe wanted to 
get a contract like the government had with the Canadian company Boroo Gold. They [Boroo] were robbing us for 
more than ten years (1997-2007). In one year of operations they used 800 tons of [toxic] chemicals [40], so they were 
also destroying the place: it's not useable for centuries. The company produced the only reports about water, for 
example, and what a wonderful job they were doing." [41] 

"The [Ivanhoe] company deeply regrets the fact that civic movements are misleading the Mongolian public by 
misrepresenting the real facts in order to further their own political interests," said Layton Croft, Executive Vice 
President for Corporate Affairs for Ivanhoe Mines. "As a public company listed and traded on the New York and 
Toronto stock exchanges, Ivanhoe Mines respects the independence and sovereignty of the countries where it 
operates. To this end, Ivanhoe has not and will not interfere in internal Mongolian political affairs," Croft said. [42] 

In 2007, Ivanhoe mines came very close to physically changing the direction of the Kherlan River, but it was the 
intervention of the Mongolian Nature Protection Coalition (MNPC) that stopped it. Tsetsegee Munkhbayar and 
Clayton Croft engaged in a heated argument about this at a public meeting. 

"Ivanhoe Mines had their own people already elected to Parliament," said M. Bold of My Mongolian Land. "We don't 
want Mongolia to be a playground for these criminals and their corruption. Our country is in grave danger." [43] 



SHUNNED BY SPONSORS 

On May 30, 2005 members of the Onggi River Movement traveled to Arkhangai aimag [44] to organize an MNPC 
training workshop for local herders facing critical water stoppages on the Nariin Hamar River in Tsenkher soum [45]. 
During the training an excited herder on horseback arrived to alert them that a new mining company was 
commencing operations at a new site on the river at that very moment. The workshop drew 128 people, and all of 
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them moved quickly to the new site where a Mongolian company called Mongol Gazar was setting up a new ger 
camp. 

Blocked from the site by armed security guards, the herders were attacked after they told the company personnel to 
immediately leave their land. The security guards tear-gassed the angry herders, beat them and shot into the air. A 
professional cameraman from Mongolian National Broadcast TV who was attending the rivers movement training was 
attacked, his equipment destroyed, along with all evidence of the attacks of violence by security guards. Herders 
were arrested and threatened by the company, who warned that Mongolian law protected all mining companies from 
protest. 

For Tsetsegee Munkhbayar, this incident signaled his evolving awareness of how far mining companies would go~ 
and how ruthless--to protect their stolen interests. Barely one year after Tsetsegee Munkhbayar was awarded the 
Goldman Prize he and his colleagues asserted their independence even further-much to the disapproval of the 
people at TAF-and they began to suffer for it immediately. 

On May 16, 2008, at another protest in Selenge aimag, herders of the Khuder River Movement- another MNPC 
member organization-faced similar violence from armed guards with the Erdes Group, an iron and gold company. 
Erdes guards had guns and batons and they intimidated the river movement herders into keeping their distance. 



A Mongolian front company with Chinese investors behind it, Erdes Group is allegedly partnered with Mr. O. 
Chuluunbat, ex-president of Mongol Bank and the Communist Party parliament member from Selenge aimag. The 
company clear-cut the local forests, but they left a wall of trees intact at the front of the clear-cut to disguise the 
devastation behind. [46] Similarly, Erdes Group publicly championed 'restoration' that never happened. Due to the 
protest, the company halted mining for two months, bribed everyone they could, and started up again. Bulldozing 
everything in sight, they turned the forest into mud and chopsticks-processed at their nearby factory, exported to 
China. [47] 

By the spring of 2008, Tsetsegee Munkhbayar finally began to understand that TAF was acting against the interests 
of Mongolia and protecting the mining companies. When the Onggi River Movement demonstrated its 
independence, really taking on mining companies aggressively, TAF at first lobbied the Onggi River Movement to 
soften its approach, and then they attacked them. 

Meanwhile, the mining companies had become increasingly violent in response to the successes of the 
conservationists in organizing civil society against illegal mining, privatization of natural resources, corruption in 
government, and the overuse and degradation of the commons. More and more, companies deployed armed security 
guards. Across the country there was a rise in attacks on herders and conservationists who protested the illegal land 
grab and environmental destruction of mining operations. 

Tsetsegee Munkhbayar and his colleagues saw clearly that the government was not enforcing the environmental 
protections brought into law in previous years. It was the duty of the Mongolian government to regulate companies, 
they said, but the government was not doing so. There were no protections of citizen's basic human rights and the 
environment. More and more herders and their herds were suffering due to mining and whenever the Onggi River 
Movement organized a protest in the countryside they were met by armed thugs. 

Then on May 26, 2008, six of the member organizations of the Mongolian Nature Protection Coalition (MNPC) 
organized a press conference announcing their intentions to defend themselves and their lands with rifles-promising 
to meet intimidation and violence with a show of armed self-defense. Leading the charge was Tsetsegee 
Munkhbayar. 

Given the MNPC's commitment to defend their basic rights and sovereignty, on May 30, 2008, TAF dropped the 
Onggi River Movement and the five coalition partners who had pledged to defend themselves. TAF immediately 
began smearing and discrediting Tsetsegee Munkhbayar and the other environmentalists by issuing a letter 
expressing TAF's 'disappointment' that they 'threatened violence and the use of weapons'. The letter was reportedly 
picked up by the Mongolian newspapers-the state propaganda apparatus-and stories appeared that discredited and 
divided the MNPC. [48] Soon Tsetsegee Munkhbayar and the six MNPC members who stood firm began hearing 
stories portraying them as terrorists. 

TAF director Bill Infante slammed Tsetsegee Munkhbayar and the others publicly and privately. While Bill Infante and 
TAF apparently circulated their statement about the MNPC [49], TAF never took a similar stance against the armed 
violence or plunder of resources by foreign or domestic mining companies. 

"Since May 30 [2008] Bill Infante has repeatedly called the six environmental groups terrorist organizations," MNPC 
activists told me. "He said this personally, when they met face-to-face." [50] 

In a meeting with the MNPC just after May 30, 2008, Bill Infante stated that The Asia Foundation activities are based 
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on U.S. laws: TAF doesn't follow Mongolian laws. TAF then directed its might at further dividing and co-opting the 
leaders of MNPC member organizations that did not adopt the stance of direct action and armed self-defense. With 
the defamation by TAF and the bad publicity that followed--and with TAF's purchasing power buying the silence of 
groups and individuals-the Mongolian Nature Protection Coalition (MNPC) collapsed. 



Tsetsegee Munkhbayar, photo by William Infante, The Asia Foundation. 

"The [public] letter is in English, and it does accuse them," said Tracey Naughton, country director for PACT- 
Mongolia, yet another 'non-government' organization-funded by the US State Department-whose mission is to bring 
about the US system of 'democracy' by and for the corporations and the corporate elites. "He [Bill Infante] does use 
strong language and it does say 'terrorism'. Bill is very competitive and unpleasant and he slams other NGOs in front 
of donors. The real people who are running Mongolia are the 'Infantes' of the world: they're in all the spaces." [51] 

The Asia Foundation also undermined the MNPC by creating petty jealousies and leadership struggles within the 
Mongolia river organizations; they pitted the Onggi River Movement and Tsetsegee Munkhbayar against the other 
members of the MNPC. 

On October 28, 2008, Tsetsegee Munkhbayar and five of the eleven member organizations of the defunct MNPC filed 
a lawsuit in federal court against The Asia Foundation. The coalition sought $1,000,000 compensation for the 
damages caused by TAF publicly branding the five organizations 'terrorists'. TAF filed a counter suit, and the 
Mongolian courts demonstrated their bias in favor of western interests by rejecting both lawsuits as 'unjustified'. But 
the damage was already done. 

"The MNPC disintegrated," said Tsetsegee Munkhbayar, "due to conflict created with and by The Asia Foundation. 
The main interest of The Asia Foundation is to assist mining companies in Mongolia. All events are showing that The 
Asia Foundation is behind the mining interests." 

CAPITALISM'S TROJAN HORSES 

Through the Goldman Prize, TAF created an image of Tsetsegee Munkhbayar as a peaceful and cooperative 
Mongolian citizen organizing public awareness and politely challenging international mining companies to 'do the 
right thing'. According to the TAF video, Tsetsegee Munkhbayar is a local champion of conservation, a proponent of 
democratic values and the hopeful image of the 'win-win' scenario falsely advanced by the mining industry, by NGOs 
like TAF, and by their agents like Layton Croft and Bill Infante. 

But the real mission of TAF is to mold and manipulate domestic challenger groups into positions of cooperative 
acquiescence and competitive participation with the western plunder of Mongolia-to shape societies, in the interests 
of predatory capitalism, through cash-driven interventions that divide and conquer domestic groups and create strong 
constituencies that will serve the interests of the external organizations. It was a condescending relationship from the 
start, but TAF used Tsetsegee Munkhbayar to enhance their image and advance their interests in the game of 
international influence-peddling and transnational control. 

"The Asia Foundation has really got some slick people." Conservation expert 'Jane Smith' asked that her name be 
changed to protect her from retaliation. "Using my name and my organizations' name would jeopardize our lives and 
years of work here. No one will touch us again. The government and big [international] donors would pounce on us." 

With years of experience in Mongolia, Jane Smith has seen the daily changes. She describes a government with no 
regulations, a black economy, trading in thugs and violence, where anyone bold enough to take something-those 
who have the allies and influence-can just take it. 

"These big organizations like The Asia Foundation, The Nature Conservancy, WWF [World Wildlife Fund], WCS 
[Wildlife Conservation Society] and GTZ [German Technical Corporation]," said Jane Smith, "they all came to smaller 
NGOs like ours and they wanted to learn how to do things - things it took us years to learn - over lunch. They didn't 
have any funding for us, and they never took up the ideas that we felt were most important. They have their glossy 
brochures and they make a show of being interested in the programs that really need to be done, but they don't really 
do anything. They are the new wave of colonialists." [52] 

"The Nature Conservancy is one of the richest conservation organizations in the world." Jane Smith provided 
examples. "Yet they couldn't fund their [Mongolian branch] offices here-it took four years to develop the office and it 
has to fund itself. The 'sustainable mining' idea came from The Asia Foundation: they know all the buzz words and 
jargon. They are really good at throwing around and adapting terminology. It looks good in their presentations and 
their brochures and government reports, and international donors accept it because they don't know, or they don't 
care." 

"One woman from World Wildlife Fund-Mongolia [WWF]," Jane Smith explained, "Yoko Watanabe, from Japan. [53] 
She had this long, pedigreed career background. She stood up and gave a beautiful presentation in Ulaanbaatar, for 
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foreign donors, about what WWF was doing across the country. She was talking about all these things WWF 
supported, like this [redacted project] in [redacted location], I worked in [redacted] for years, and I thought to myself, 
'Where is this [redacted project]?' My driver was from the soum center where this [redacted project] was and he 
cracked up [laughing]. We drove down there and there was this one guy with a shovel..." 



"But this [Watanabe] woman was typical of the problem: a young, inexperienced person being hired on and elevated 
quickly to postions of responsibility, and making decisions on things they know little about, and then they move on to 
bigger and better things. They are usually removed from, and unaware of, the consequences of those decisions on 
the ground. They are well-educated, intelligent, not very curious, but they know who butters their bread, and they 
know exactly what to say and how to say it." 

"I know everyone, they are all nice people," said Jane Smith. "The head of The Asia Foundation, Bill Infante, he's 
really removed from reality and really removed from the local people. [54] There's no interest in long term 
development in the country, it's all about long term development of their careers. They have to spend money--their 
careers are based on how many projects they can get going and all the assessments and reports they can show to 
donors." 

"The Asia Foundation helped bring the rivers movement together as a coalition," Jane Smith continued. "They [TAF] 
lobbied very hard--especially Bill lnfante--for [Tsetsegee] Munkhbayar to get the Goldman Prize. It makes them look 
very good, but it had the effect of weakening the river movement, which is counter to what TAF claims they are doing, 
which is strengthening. They brought the heads of the rural organizations and key figures to Ulaanbaatar, gave them 
nice offices." 

"They basically cut off the heads of the rural organizations. Rather than fighting the mining companies and protecting 
the rivers they [leaders] were fighting over offices and who would get the best computers. We worked with 
movements all over Mongolia, and we cautioned against removing the [movement] heads. We had a lot of experience 
in community development and organizing so that local people could take advantage of the new system under 
'democracy'. Instead of bringing all these river movements together to unite against the mining companies--and say 
'hey, you guys are killing us'--The Asia Foundation just dropped them." 

DOUBLESPEAK AND GOBBLYGOOK 

Interview after interview with Mongolian leaders in Ulaanbaatar confirmed the wall that lower level government 
officials slam up against when trying to enforce environmental regulations. Environment and human rights activists 
outlined rapacious logging-including logging in 'strictly protected' areas-for the building boom in Ulaanbaatar and 
they pointed to western mining companies who can do anything they want, anywhere, companies bent on destroying 
the pristine Lake Hovsgol ecosystem, for example, just as they are destroying the rest of the world. 

These corporations are fueling an unprecedented disaster in Mongolia. They begin by corrupting officials and paying 
bribes in the capital city, and then they show up in rural areas where the local people know nothing about their plans, 
their methods, or their histories of terrorism and environmental destruction. They peddle human rights and 
democracy, and then they block off whole valleys, divert and drain vast rivers, throw herders off communal lands, and 
then arm themselves with thugs. They have their economic hit men and their propaganda experts. 



My interviews with the foreign 'experts' at the big western NGOs were almost identical. They all threw around the 
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language of sustainable development, democracy, and conservation; they knew exactly what to say and how to say 
it--if they would meet with me at all. They had fancy brochures announcing all their fancy projects, and when it came 
to answering the hard questions they became mute, squirmed in their chairs, and suddenly had another meeting to 
attend. They also threw volumes of information at me, demonstrating--in their eyes--their efficacy and indispensable 
presence. 

I met with Rebecca Darling at TAF headquarters in Ulaanbaatar. [55] As TAF's Director of Natural Resources and 
Development/Securing our Future Program, here was a perfect example of a nice, well-educated, salaried, career- 
track, western NGO professional who knew what to say and when to say it, and whose tune changed depending on 
her audience. 

"We try to get information into the hands of the policy makers," Rebecca Darling told me. "The past four years saw a 
lot of nothing happening. In the next four years some very serious decisions will be made about natural resource use. 
The environment is still in a pretty good state but headed for a world of hurt. Mining companies here are all frustrated 
because things have been stalled for four years. Mongolia is on the cusp of major changes." [56] 

"They have transparency in mining Canada," Rebecca Darling continued. Flags went off in my mind when she 
expressed sympathy for the mining companies, and now she was defending Canada's mining policies. "Every piece 
of paper goes [public] there. Here it's all behind closed doors, and there are no checks and balances. Western 
companies, Chinese and Russian companies, Mongolian companies--none of them are doing the right thing." 

She admitted that companies are so far out in the Mongolian bush that they can do anything and get away with it. 
However, she cited the effectiveness of TAF experts, like her, in formulating policy with government officials. She also 
acknowledged TAF's involvement in revisions of mineral laws. "Government officials are under-resourced, 
undereducated, and understaffed," she added, underscoring her faith in western expertise. 

"For example, there's a Canadian mining company that has a mining site out in Dornod," Rebecca Darling says. 
"They have asked The Asia Foundation to come out and deliver community engagement seminars for them, as one 
of their goals is to have community engagement. We won't go out to talk to the people about uranium, we go to talk to 
them about how to talk to the mining company, teaching them where their rights are, what legal avenues they have. 
We try to build transparency. We are trying to get them to engage." 

"Some citizens engage in unproductive and illegal ways." Now Rebecca Darling is responding to my questions about 
civil society protests against mining operations. "They show up at the gates of companies and threaten violence. 
There are six organizations that threatened violence-all part of a coalition [MNPC] of 13 organizations from across 
the country. They are still threatening to take up arms, since April [2008]. Now they are threatening to hurt 
themselves-civil disobedience and stuff like that." [57] 

"Their leader's name is Munkhbayar, from the Onggi River Movement. We had to cease and desist all support of the 
[MNPC] coalition. We are not working with these six groups in any way because they broke the law and they 
advocate breaking the law. Most of them I have a tremendous amount of respect for, they are civic activists, and it's 
true that there have already been environmental problems." 

Rebecca Darling holds up Canada as a model of transparency, good governance, and responsible mining and 
environmental policy. She maintained her storyline even after I provided evidence that Canada-based mining 
companies perpetuate poverty, human rights atrocities, terrorism and genocide around the world-even in Canada, 
where First Nations have recently made news, again, for blockading mining. [58], [59] 

"Can you do me a favor?" Rebecca Darling asked me at the end of a long interview where my questions were open 
and my role as a journalist was understood. "Please don't quote me on anything that's going to get my ass in a sling 
without checking with me." 

I'm quoting Rebecca Darling (above) because her private remarks don't square with her public advocacy in favor of 
mining and the private profits to be had by TAF and others, against the people. In one commentary she authored, 
also published on the PACT web site, she extolled the virtues of mining and of NGOs like The Asia Foundation. 

"A paradigm shift is underway in Mongolia," Rebecca Darling wrote in April 2009. "The integration of 'responsible 
mining' and ecological protection in government policy papers, public speeches by elected officials, and platforms of 
political parties, reflects Mongolia's growing environmental awareness and commitment to developing the minerals 
sector in ways that will protect natural resources and benefit all Mongolians. This is the result of significant advocacy 
efforts on behalf of a committed group of representatives from industry, government, and civil society." [60] 

"Since 2006, The Asia Foundation in Mongolia has convened a Multi-Stakeholder Forum that brings together 
representatives from civil society, government, industry and academia," the Rebecca Darling article continued. "After 
a year of regular meetings, a definition of responsible mining was developed and the Forum defined eight guiding 
principles. The Forum later elected a smaller group of 15 leaders, representing different sectors, to form a local non¬ 
governmental organization, named the Responsible Mining Initiative (RMI) that spearheads advocacy efforts." 

"No, I don't agree with this rosy article," Jane Smith countered. "The prime minister recently issued Government 
resolution 86, which states the intent to allow minerals (gold) exploration in protected areas, and Government 
ordinance 26, which forms a working group to discuss the possibility of mining in protected areas and to create a new 
law to allow this. This effectively undermines the Law on Special Protected Areas... The intent is to open up protected 
areas for anything they want, anywhere, any time... Some of the article may be true, but it's not the rosy picture 
Rebecca [Darling] paints. A new law to undermine the protected areas to allow mining is not responsible, and will 
only degrade, if not dissolve the whole system." [61] 

BLAME THE VICTIMS 

Who are the real terrorists? Big industry responsible for terrorism has a long history of attacking indigenous people 
and/or organizations fighting for their rights and labeling them terrorists. The private profit based western media and 
its clone institutions-domestic media aligned with corrupt elites and often funded by NGOs like TAF and NED- 
perpetuate this blame-the-victims inversion of reality and protect the mining interests that fund their rag sheets. 
Marlon Santi, President of the Confederation of Indigenous Nationalities of Ecuador, is another heroic indigenous 
leader recently labeled as a terrorist for taking a stand against murderous and rapacious western extractive 
industries. [62] 

When I first contacted the Goldman Environmental Fund's media relations office in early November 2010, I was 
surprised to find that they'd heard nothing about their past prizewinner's armed protest two months earlier. 
"Technically, we don't support winners with any more dollars, but we do step in if something is dire," said one 
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spokesperson. "The Goldman Foundation has some clout, here in the US, and we do work with the State 
Department. We don't know how people will behave after they receive the award. In some cases we just let them slip 
off into obscurity." [63] 

"The Goldman Environmental Prize has recently become aware of 2007 recipient T. Munkhbayar's armed protest 
actions in Mongolia," the Goldman media office wrote, when pressed, in a formal public statement on November 29, 
2010. "The Prize does not condone armed protest of any kind. The Prize honored Mr. Munkhbayar for his leadership 
in Mongolia's grassroots movement against mining pollution in the region's waterways and is concerned about the 
recent developments. We are working to learn more about the situation as we have heard conflicting reports about 
his involvement and subsequent actions." [64] 

"Does the Goldman Fund condone armed paramilitary forces defending illegal mining companies?" I followed up. 
"Does the Fund agree with The Asia Foundation labeling Tsetsegee Munkhbayar a terrorist?" 



Kazahk eagle hunter and his eagle in Bayan olgi aimag, far western Mongolia. 

The eagle hunter culture is threatened like everything else. 

"The Fund does not condone or support violent or armed actions of any kind by anyone," they replied. "We find it 
hard to believe that they [TAF] would say this [about Tsetsegee Munkhbayar], However, we really don't have enough 
information from Mongolia to know what's going on and our questions have not been answered. But no, the Goldman 
Environmental Fund does not agree with the definition of [Tsetsegee Munkhbayar] being a 'terrorist'. [65] 

I contacted The Asia Foundation offices in San Francisco in November 2010. After receiving my questions, they 
informed me that the people I needed to speak with were busy traveling but would get back to me when they could. 
[ 66 ] 

INVADING WESTERN HORDES 

Since the early 1990's, consortiums involving Centerra Gold (Canada/USA), Purram Mining (China), BHP-Billeton 
(USA), Rio Tinto [67] (Australia/UK/Canada), Itochu (Japan), Barrick Gold [68] (Canada/USA), Hunnu Coal 
(Australia), Xanadu (Australia), Cold Gold Mongolia (New Zealand), and many more, have snatched up mining and 
petroleum concessions. Many of these corporations are synonymous with environmental destruction and human 
rights atrocities all over the world. 

QGX Corporation is a Canadian-based company that has been exploring for minerals in Mongolia since 1994. [69] By 
2003, QGX held over 30,000 square kilometers in exploration rights in Mongolia, and was also partnered with 
Ivanhoe Mines in the South Gobi. QGX had 'acquired' 131 concession licenses by 2008. AngloGold Ashanti--who is 
partnered with De Beers and Barrick Gold elsewhere--has 'acquired' exploration 'rights' to 1.7 million hectares in 
northern Mongolia. 

Canadian and US companies mining uranium in Mongolia include World Wide Minerals Ltd., Uranium 308 Corp., WM 
Mining Company, and Khan Resources Inc. WM Mining executive Wallace M. Mays is also tied to other companies in 
Mongolia, and his mining company IKH TOKHOIROL XXK received a $10,000,000 loan from the US government- 
controlled Overseas Private Investment Corporation (OPIC) in 2009. Uranium mining causes epidemics of cancer 
and birth defects in workers and surrounding communities. The desert steppes of Mongolia will soon be transformed 
into vast radiotoxic wastelands--as has happened elsewhere--but the windstorms of the high desert steppes will carry 
radioactivity and contaminate distant lands. 

Toxic mercury is another pitfall of mining and has caused epidemics of disease around Mongolia. 

Canada's infamous Ivanhoe Mines is now in control of more than 90,000 sq. kilometers of copper, gold and coal 
concessions in Mongolia. Ivanhoe and its subsidiaries are run and owned by Robert Friedland--Toxic Bob [70]--a 
known associate of William Jefferson Clinton. Beyond his legacy of toxic cyanide poisoning in Colorado (USA), 
Friedland achieved notoriety in the 1990's when his Sierra Leone subsidiary Diamondworks was linked to mercenary 
companies Executive Outcomes, Sandline International and Branch Energy, and to Colonel Tim Spicer and Tony 
Buckingham, mercenaries deeply involved in war and plunder in Iraq, Yemen, Uganda and Congo. [71] 

Oyu Tolgoi has been known for centuries by the local people as 'turquoise mountain' for the visible copper ores. This 
is the largest copper-gold mine in the world, located near Khobogd village in South Gobi province of southern 
Mongolia. Oyu Tolgoi LLC is the Mongolian subsidiary for a strategic partnership between the Government of 
Mongolia (34% stake), Ivanhoe Mines (66%) and Rio Tinto. It is scheduled to begin commercial production in 2013. 

According to the Oyu Tolgoi public relations site: "Rio Tinto, which is the third largest mining company in the world, 
became a strategic partner of Ivanhoe in 2006 after buying 20% of Ivanhoe shares. Rio Tinto has over 150 years of 
experience in mining, in 30 countries. In recent years Rio Tinto has put a lot of emphasis on social relations and 
social planning. Oyu Tolgoi has adopted the high standards of social relations and planning set by Rio Tinto." 
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Existing railways. 


"Once the mining begins, the Khobogd site will have a population of 20,000 within a few years and approximately 
80,000 when the smelter is finished, potentially making the site the second largest city in Mongolia," Peter Morrow, 
the American CEO of Mongolia's Khan Bank [at the time], was quoted to say. [72] 

The article also quotes TAF's Rebecca Darling. The local Gobi communities are in favor of the project, Darling says, 
because it will support them economically. There is no mention of any opposition. "Darling said that Ivanhoe and Rio 
Tinto have participated for three years in The Asia Foundation's responsible mining project," the UB Post reported. 
"'As far as we're concerned, they're models in this country for responsible mining,' she said." [73] 

Delivering the equivalent of trinkets to the local people-scholarships for a handful of doctors, a few cars and trucks 
here and there, a few paved roads, token hospitals and token schools-the companies and their 'responsible civil 
society partners' work to shut people up and co-opt them into betraying the greater needs of the communities, and of 
the country as a whole, just as it is done with predatory extractive industries that are plundering and depopulating the 
Congo. The token schools and hospitals provided by the mining companies are used to silence the communities that 
are being mined. Roads are often constructed, or dirt tracks are paved, because it is in mining companies interest to 
do so: they want to drive their trucks on the roads! Its the same with railways: they want to ship their raw materials 
out to China or-as in the case of Science Solutions Incorporated, a San Diego (USA) company mining tungsten 
(wolfram) in Bayan Olgy-by rail to China and by boat to the United States. If the fair value of the natural resources 
was paid, every village would have a school with an extensive library full of the best books in the world, and every 
child in that school would have a brand new top-of-the-line computer. Most likely these schools will be little more than 
cement shells with tin roofs and chalkboards and wooden desks. That is not the American or Canadian standard for a 
school-at least not the kind of elite private school (in the USA or Europe) that these mining company executives 
send their children too or the kind that their Mongolian agents, the MPs they have bought, are sending their children 
to (also in the USA or Europe). What the Mongolian people deserve as fair compensation are entire universities-with 
the assurance that every Mongolian who wants can have access to high quality higher education. Sometimes the 
mining companies even staff the hospitals with their own co-opted doctors-'professionals' paid to conclude that the 
patients disease was NOT caused by the mercury or cyanide from the company mine. In the end, however, the 
mining company can say: We made a deal! Your leaders signed and agreed on our terms! We gave you schools and 
hospitals! The epidemics of tuberculosis and cancers are not our problems! Send your people to the hospital (we 
gave you)! Your (Mongolian) community leaders are responsible for these problems! Anyways, when all is said and 
done the foreign mining company executives jet out of the country waving a little American or Canadian or Swedish 
flag that says "Bye. Bye. See You!" The profits are expatriated. It's always the same old story: promises, promises in 
the beginning; poverty, violence, pollution and disease in the end. 

For another simple example of how the propaganda and plunder system works, with parallels between Congo and 
Mongolia, consider again the US-based photojournalists Ted Wood and Jeremy Schmidt. In the spring of 1998 the 
two journalists were dispatched to Central Africa by the elite US conservation [sic] magazine International Wildlife to 
report on mountain gorillas. The article appeared in January 1999, and the contexts of the US- and corporate-backed 
war and bloodshed in Congo/Zaire, or Rwanda, were completely absent. Instead we found only a couple quotes from 
Wildlife Conservation Society's expert [sic] Amy Vedder and the Dian Fossey Gorilla Fund Europe (DFGFE) expert 
[sic] Greg Cummings. [This writer has done an extensive series on how Dian Fossey Gorilla Fund International, 
DFGFE (now The Gorilla Organization) and Wildlife Conservation Society profit from the plunder and bloodshed in 
Congo-and I have delineated the hidden interests of these organizations and these particular individuals. See: keith 
harmon snow's "KING KONG" series.] The International Wildlife story was just fluff-which is all fine, as long as we 
are honest and admit how we (westerners) participate in and profit from the exploitation. International Wildlife is 
nothing more than the propaganda mouthpiece for big zoo interests and the industries of academic research 
(zoology, biology, primatology, oceanography), and such stories serve to indoctrinate and immunize the western 
world and its western readers, rendering western interests invisible and inculcating innocence and arrogance, a.k.a. 
white superiority. 

Back in Mongolia, communities and a coalition of NGOs [74] have protested the Oyu Tolgoi project-located in the 
fragile ecosystem of the South Gobi Desert-and hunger strikers have been arrested and jailed. On April 1, 2010, the 
Mongolian NGOs, assisted by MiningWatch Canada and Rights and Accountability in Development (UK), filed 
complaints in the UK and Canada against Rio Tinto and Ivanhoe Mines Ltd for alleged breaches of the OECD 
Guidelines for Multinational Companies. [75] 

ECONOMIC HITMEN 

Transnational capitalism also achieves its aims in Mongolia by controlling the banks. Mongolia's Trade Development 
Bank is 34% owned by Americans but the 66% controlling interest is hidden-people suspect the previous president, 
Enkhbayar, who privatized it, circa 2005, when he was prime minister. Other people's collectives, like the Ard Bank, 
were also privatized. 

Mongolia's Khan Bank was privatized (2000-2004) under the direction of Development Alternatives Inc. (DAI), a 
Washington DC intelligence and defense outfit, packed with CIA types, that directly links USAID with the Pentagon 
(amongst other things, DAI conducts special operations trainings for the Pentagon's Special Operations Command 
Europe). Khan Bank is now 52% owned by Sawada Holdings of Japan, with DAI, the International Finance 
Corporation (World Bank), and Khan Bank CEO Simon Morris (UK) and former CEO and present adviser Peter 
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Morrow (USA). The Khan Bank shareholder Tavan Bogd Group is their Mongolian front company partner. DAI 
provided the two senior managers of the bank: J. Peter Morrow and Ben Turnbull, Deputy CEO. Establishing a clear 
link between global capital and military force, DAI's Vice-President for Global Security is Colonel (Ret.) Barry Shapiro, 
who spent most of his career conducting U.S. Army Special Forces special operations missions throughout 
Southeast and Central Asia. DAI director Ann Hudock is a former Country Representative for The Asia Foundation. 
TAF is teamed with Khan bank for their 'Books for Asia' program in Mongolia, and Khan Bank is funding all kinds of 
public relations initiatives--green-washing campaigns meant to sanitize their corporate image and blind the public 
about their true impact on the people and land. 

Herders in Mongolia have been hard hit by Khan Bank. Strapped for cash but rich in livestock, slammed by the 
economic onslaught of capitalism and abandoned by the once-helpful Mongolian state, herders have taken out loans 
to feed, clothe and educate children; to purchase vehicles, gers and regular supplies. With some 98% of all herders 
in the country under debt with Khan Bank, almost every herder owes Khan Bank a minimum of 5 million tugriks (US$ 
4000). Parliament member D. Baldan-Ochir reported in April 2010 that herders who took out loans using their herds 
as collateral owed Khan Bank some 63 billion tugriks (US$ 50.5 million), and he advised herders whose herds were 
wiped out by zhud "to get a good lawyer" and not pay Khan Bank. In 2010, Khan Bank took some 3000 herds from 
herders in Duut soum in Khovd aimag. In 2008, one herder from Chandmani soum in Khovd aimag who was indebted 
to Khan Bank lost his herds (zhud) and was unable to repay the loan: he committed suicide. "I can't live any longer," 
he wrote in a note to his family, "because I owe so much to the bank. Please help my wife and children. I am afraid 
that if I stay alive I will go to jail." 

The transnational financial plunder of Mongolia is also facilitated through the most secretive multinational 
corporations on earth: the tax and auditing consultancies Arthur Andersen, Coopers & Lybrand, Deloitte & Touche 
and Ernst & Young. These firms exploit taxation loopholes, manipulate profit and loss balance sheets, and help them 
utilize 'offshore' tax havens and subsidiary and front companies to maximize predatory exploitation. Extractive 
industries (mining, petroleum, logging) will exploit customs and evade tax duties through such illegal practices as 
'transfer-pricing', over-invoicing, mis-declaration of ores or species (wood), under-measuring and under-reporting, 
and the practice of declaring maximum 'losses' for years--even when maximizing profits. Many of these practices 
cannot be achieved without the corruption of domestic (Mongolian) agents at all levels of the bureaucracy. The 
international consulting and auditing firms put their stamps of approval on the corruption, while taking hundreds of 
millions of dollars profits, annually, from their global operations. Finally, a near-government organization (NGO) like 
The Asia Foundation closes the circle by producing reports on 'good governance' and 'accountability' and they do 
this, for example, through their multi-stakeholder Responsible Mining Initiatives—involving Mongolian NGOs like the 
MNPC or UMMRL. 

In 2004, OPIC established a $50 million credit fund for US investments in Mongolia, and since then has funded three 
projects, including a $61,596 insurance loan to The Asia Foundation in 2007. TAF receives millions of dollars 
annually from OPIC for its other Asia operations. [76] 

American real estate scalper and investment banker Lee Cashell, who operates through his Hong Kong firm, Asia 
Pacific Investment Partners Corp, received a $250,000 OPIC loan in 2002 for a luxury tourist resort destined for the 
Mongolian hinterland. Lee Cashell is the founder of The Mongolian Institute for Sustainable Economic Development, 
he runs Mongolia's first real estate agency, and he has been scalping properties in Mongolia's 'privatization rush'. Lee 
Cashell is also behind Belgravia Mining, a molybdenum firm with seven exploration licenses in Mongolia. 

In 2003, Newsweek lauded American business penetration into 'democratic' Mongolia in a typical neoliberal 
whitewash of reality that applauded, for example, the 'free-market' acquisition of 'low rent' properties. "The reason: 
Washington sees strategic gain in supporting a free and democratic Mongolia, sandwiched between Russia and 
China in a region rife with dictators and swelling Islamic fervor." [77] 

"Property prices have doubled in the last one and a half years alone," American Express journalist Ron Gluckman 
(USA) quoted an excited Lee Cashell to say. "Rents are skyrocketing. Rental yields are the highest in Asia, by 
far...There are no big-name multinationals here, Oust] a lot of guys making $150,000, one dollar at a time." [78] 

"One day at a time," said 'Bayarma Ganbold', the human rights activist and mother of three who took me around 
Ulaanbaatar, "these criminals are taking everything that we love: every public space, every publicly owned building, 
every public park, every river. The Selbe River runs through the city, but it's quite dead already. We used to play by 
the water when I was a child. The Tol River is also drying up: Coca Cola has a bottling plant using water from the Tol 
for the past 5 years. [79] All the school playgrounds have been chopped up or destroyed." 

"I used to play in the children's park, it was green and beautiful." 'Bayarma Ganbold' is tearful. "There were carousels, 
swan boats, merry-go-rounds, people jogging, children laughing, birds flying all around, people kissing each other. 
There were skating rinks all over the city. It was all free. The Russian wife of President Tsedenbal [80] did so many 
things for women and children: she set up social welfare systems, she set up health systems; she built schools, 
children's libraries--she built this children's park. Like everywhere else, the land was bought for almost nothing by 
'private investors' connected to the government. The park is dead." [81] 

"No one knew what was 'democracy' or what was 'privatization'," said Tumur, a coal miner who previously worked for 
the state mining company in Nalaikh city, just west of Ulaanbaatar, for 8 years. "The first four years of democracy 
were hell. It was chaos and confusion and the mafias stole property and 'privatized' it. By now everything is being 
ripped apart." [82] 
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PIMPING FOR TRANSNATIONAL CORPORATIONS 

The situation in Mongolia is not unique. The very same NGOs involved in Mongolia are involved in the war-torn 
Democratic Republic of Congo. Barrick Gold moved into Congo with Rwandan and Uganda forces in the US-backed 
invasion of 1996-1998. AngloGold Ashanti is another corporation behind war, genocide and plunder in Congo. [83] 

DeBeers will plunder Mongolia's kimberlite pipes--read: diamonds--just as they have plundered Congo, Sierra Leone, 
Angola, Botswana, C.A.R., South Africa, Namibia, Zimbabwe, and Canada: De Beers is also partnered with 
AngloGold Ashanti in Mongolia. [84] 

PACT-Congo has worked to support western mining corporations even while purporting to challenge them. One 
PACT official is Donald Easum, a US national security operative who was bad news in every country he worked-- 
programs often coordinated with the Africa-America Institute and USAID, two more CIA fronts. [85] Similarly, Wildlife 
Conservation Society is tied to mining and petroleum companies exploiting Congo, and Hans Hoffman, a GTZ 
director in Mongolia until recently, was formerly working for GTZ in the Congo, where GTZ protects German interests 
involved in the warfare, genocide and plunder of minerals. [86] 

TAF, WWF, The Nature Conservancy, GTZ and Wildlife Conservation Society are working to 'conserve' and 'protect' 
the Mongolian environment from Chinese, Russian and Mongolian companies, but when US, Canadian or European 
companies are involved -- often tied to these NGOs' boards of directors and donors--such NGOs are silent, 
acquiescent to mining interests and private profit plunder. There are plenty of western ties to Chinese and Russian 
banking and mining mafias, in any case. 

It's the same with the 'human rights' and 'humanitarian' NGOs: corporate entities like Save the Children, Mercy 
Corps, UNICEF and UNDP leverage and protect western corporate interests while co-opting domestic civil society 
and neutralizing opposition. Powerful US government intelligence and national security front groups--including TAF, 
the George Soros Foundation (Open Society lnstitute)--have been engineering elections, engineering laws, and 
channeling civil society to achieve and ensure political control and access for transnational capitalism in Mongolia. 
Most prominent amongst these groups is the National Endowment for Democracy (NED) and its core affiliates, 
Center for Private Enterprise (CIPE), International Republican Institute (IRI) and National Democratic Institute 
(NDI). [87], [88] 

In 1983, the Pentagon, USAID, US State Department, and the CIA were all involved in the creation and 
implementation of 'Project Democracy'-National Security Decision Directive 77 (NSDD 77)--and this led to the 
creation of the National Endowment for Democracy. After that, many foreign covert interventions were shifted 
away from the CIA and onto the NED. [89] NED's involvement with covert operations and foreign interventions are 
well-established. [90], [91], [92], [93] 

The Asia Foundation (formerly the Committee for Free Asia) was created by the Central Intelligence Agency in 
1951 and served as the CIA's main front group for covert operations in Asia for decades. [94] CIA funding was 
revealed in 1967 and was reportedly stopped, though TAF continued to operate as a secretive instrument of US 
foreign policy. [95] Primarily funded by USAID, US Department of State, US embassies, US Department of Labor, 
and the US Congress, The Asia Foundation uses the 'non-government' euphemism as part of its strategy of 
camouflage as a US government front group that is part of an extended US state apparatus for intervention. 

TAF directors and trustees include national security, defense and intelligence operatives with long careers serving 
elite US corporate interests. TAF trustee J. Stapleton Roy, also one of TAF's 'Benefactor ($5,000-9,999)' donors, was 
Assistant Secretary of State for Intelligence and Research under Madeleine Albright, 1999-2000, and he has worked 
for the secretive entities Kissinger Associates and Kissinger Institute. He is a director of Conoco Phillips and Freeport 
McMoRan Copper & Gold--both known for human rights atrocities around the world. [96], [97] 

TAF trustee Karl Inderfurth was a high ranking US official at the United Nations (1993-1997) during the war crimes, 
crimes against humanity and genocides in Rwanda, Congo and the Balkans; a 'national security council expert' with 
ABC News : and has served on the Senate Intelligence and Foreign Relations Committees and the National Security 
Council. 

TAF trustee Ellen Laipson, also a former TAF president and CEO, was vice-chairman of the US National Intelligence 
Council under William Jefferson Clinton (1997-2002); director of the US National Security Council (1993-1995); and 
US national intelligence officer for Asia. In December 2009, President Barrack Obama appointed Ellen Laipson to the 
President's Intelligence Advisory Board. [98] 
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The Asia Foundation works as a conduit for 'phantom aid': official funds channeled to 'pass-through' organizations 
that then launder these funds and divert them for covert interventions such as elections rigging, intelligence 
gathering, and--most relevant to the Mongolian example-surveillance and infiltration of domestic organizations, 
psychological operations, and dissemination of propaganda. Mathew Nasuti, a former US military official involved in 
accountability investigations and budgets oversight with the US Department of Defense, claims that TAF operations 
in Afghanistan have diverted US State Department 'aid' funds for unknown operations. [99] TAF has one of their 
largest budgets and operations in US and NATO-occupied Afghanistan. [100] 

TAF also receives funding from some of the worst multinational corporations on earth, including big oil, banking, 
mining and defense contractors: Chevron, American International Group, Coca Cola, GE, Walt Disney, Halliburton, 
Boeing, HSBC, Pfizer, Gualcomm, Raytheon, PepsiCo and Wal-Mart. [101] 

Of course, TAF is also funded by the National Geographic Society, by the Goldman Environmental Fund, and by the 
Richard and Rhoda Goldman Foundation, thus completing the circle involving the socially constructed image of 
Tsetsegee Munkhbayar, in the public mind, as a model of Mongolian civil society's acceptable behavior-as long as 
he was civil and pragmatic-and as an instrument (in this case an unwilling one) of US foreign policy. 

Groups like TAF, NED, PACT, USAID, World Vision and the American Center for Mongolian Studies are closely 
aligned with western elites who benefit from neoliberal transnational capitalism that imposes the 'Washington 
Consensus' on Mongolia. [102] This is a full-blown operation to subvert democracy, control emerging Mongolian 
social groups and plunder Mongolia. This involves a campaign of attrition against the masses in Mongolia, working to 
create a situation where sooner or later the poor majority 'gives up' and abandons the struggle for basic human 
rights, basic dignities, and basic freedoms. 

This strategy of attrition is accomplished by exacerbating economic hardships, creating difficulties and deprivations 
for ordinary people; by exploiting any mistakes made by the Mongolian resistance and preying on the vulnerability of 
the people. At the same time, the international power elite divide and conquer domestic groups by funding and 
grooming individuals and organizations that serve their agenda, while marginalizing, discrediting or eliminating those 
that challenge their agenda. Both international and domestic media-outlets like the UB Post are already sufficiently 
under elite control-highlight the actions and voices of the groomed individuals who are saying what the external 
elites want people to hear. 

"No longer do citizens need to organize on their own behalf and engage in various forms of opposition, including 
social movements, rallies, and other forms of dissent," wrote academic Shelly Feldman, in NGOs and Civil Societ y: 
( Un j Stated Contradictions , pointing out that the rise of the western NGO sector means that the people-in this case 
the Mongolian people - are no longer necessary and their voices are no longer heard. "Instead, the NGO sector, 
legitimized as a controlled, organized arena of public debate with institutional and financial support from the donor 
community, has come to speak on behalf of the citizenry, particularly those groups that have been targeted among 
the needy, women and the poor." [103] 

TERRORISM IN MONGOLIA 

The Asia Foundation is committing treasonable offenses against the people and state of Mongolia-imagine a 
Mongolian 'non-government organization' equivalent to TAF operating similarly in the United States!-and they are 
rewarded for doing so by Mongolian elites who are partnered with transnational capitalism and who use the domestic 
media and paramilitary forces against the people. 

TAF and other big NGOs (NED, IRI, NDI, Open Society Institute, etc.) rig elections, fund political sects, bribe 'citizen' 
groups, and divide communities to gain access to natural resources. Behind the western rhetoric of promoting 
democracy, human rights and environmental protection is the reality that US foreign policy has nothing to do with 
these ideals: US interests like NED, PACT and TAF are a threat to democracy everywhere and, in Mongolia, 
violence, homelessness, poverty, desperation and environmental destruction are increasing. [104] 

The bottom line is that North American taxpayers are directly funding U.S.-government organized devastation and 
disaster in Mongolia and-blinded by corporate propaganda in the guise of daily news media-we don't know enough 
to ask anything about it. 

Many of those who have access to the big money flooding into Mongolia-from 'independent' photographer Ted Wood 
to the big NGOs GTZ, PACT and TAF-also work to sanction and greenwash mining companies. Ivanhoe Mines offers 
the perfect example: the NGOs are supportive of Ivanhoe's massive Oyu Tolgoi copper/gold megaproject, deep in the 
heart of the Gobi, and they support the euphemisms of 'good community relations' and 'herder relocation' programs. 

Of course, the mining companies also create their own NGOs - to promote their interests, leverage policy and buff 
their image. One of these is World Growth, a Washington-based NGO believed to be the creation of Ivanhoe Mines 
and/or Rio Tinto. World Growth Mongolia appeared on the scenes in 2008. Its Mongolian board of advisers includes 
one former president and several former top ministers. 
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In Central Africa, 'relocation programs' have displaced pygmies from national parks where big western NGOs work. In 
Botswana, diamond, oil and 'wildlife conservation' interests have backed the forcible 'relocation' of San bushmen. In 
Borneo, the nomadic Penan people have been dispossessed of land and resources and 'relocated' with only cursory 
notice by National Geo graphic or big conservation NGOs. Results are the same in each case: genocide. 

The leaders I interviewed from Mongolian conservation, human rights and civil society were sincere, committed, 
frustrated and undervalued. They work hard, with little or no resources, challenging the roots of problems they know 
from the inside out. They know what is wrong, on the small scale, and with the big picture, but they have little 
awareness of the international machinery they are up against. Many have come from rural areas where they knew 
extreme poverty and hardship of the herders' way of life, and so they know what would best serve the people and the 
land. They are Mongolians, they know Mongolia; we don't and we never will. 

They've seen rivers dry up and rivers completely diverted. They've seen whole villages with epidemics of mining- 
related diseases-silicosis and bronchitis, cancer, miscarriages and birth defects. They see Mongolian elites using 
(mostly Chinese) undocumented immigrants for slave labor. They know that young girls and boys are being trafficked 
in and out of Mongolia, and that prostitution and survival sex are on the rise. They've seen people beaten and 
arrested, others shot. 

"People are afraid now to let their children out freely," says 'Bayarma Ganbold', "afraid they will be kidnapped, afraid 
they will be run over. The Asia Foundation has a huge project dealing with trafficking: they produce fancy reports but 
they haven't done anything: after five years not one person has been found--or arrested!—for human trafficking. 
Mongolian journalists have raised many questions about street children who have disappeared that have never been 
answered. And Mongolian girls are beautiful—it's a big mine here: pretty young girls from urban and rural areas. They 
promise them a great 'job' abroad, luring and enticing them, buying them--even drugging them. The girls have no 
passports and no way to escape afterwards." [105] 



Illegal Chinese immigrants work for under slave conditions for the Mongolian power elite and for mining and 
construction comapnies. 


"Chinese bring in at least 40 or 50 illegal workers for these labor camps," said Tumur, the coal miner in Nalaikh, "and 
every night they bring 20 to 30 young girls, 17 to 18 years old, from poor districts. They have 20 or 30 girls having sex 
in these open barracks without caring about privacy. Once girls do this they are ostracized by Mongolian culture. We 
can't protect our girls because the government sends in security and police, at the least sign of trouble, to protect the 
companies. There's a law that every Mongolian has a right to own seven acres of land, but one morning you wake up 
and thousands of hectares are owned by foreigners." [106] 

By October 2008 the civil society movements were feeling cornered, their backs against the wall, from the growing 
western influence-peddling, corruption, bribery, intimidation, and the massive propaganda apparatus backing up the 
multinational corporations, with government complicity. Since then the situation has only gotten worse. Worst of all, 
they see salaried western 'experts' rolling around in $60,000 4 x 4 Toyota Landcruisers, living in the best homes, 
eating at the best restaurants, doling out advice and producing policy papers with an intolerable hubris and 
righteousness, accountable to no one. 

"People are afraid of being seen or photographed. People are being threatened and followed by security agents for 
organizing," said Baasan Geleg, an economics teacher and the leader of Mongolia's Senior Citizen's Federation. 
After organizing a country-wide registration of all mining in Mongolia, and after informing the public, Baasan Geleg 
became a public target: she was arrested four times in 2007 and 2008, and held in isolation for up to 20 days. "More 
and more civic leaders and activists are becoming apathetic, discouraged and disheartened, and thinking nothing will 
change. So they turn toward the money--the NGOs--and then they are dead." [107] 

THE STRUGGLE CONTINUES 

After the Mongolia Nature Protection Coalition dissolved, thanks to The Asia Foundation, river coalition activists 
formed the United Movement for Mongolian Rivers and Lakes. Goldman Prize winner Tsetsegee Munkhbayar is one 
of the key organizers, but nothing would happen without the other pivotal activists he works with. 

Now, three years after the movement faltered, the United Movement for Mongolian Rivers and Lakes (UMMRL) 
has worked hard to create, pass and strengthen Mongolian laws to protect communities and the environment. 
According to UMMRL, the directors and other officials of Puraam Mining and Centerra Gold--the two companies 
Tsetsegee Munkhbayar's gang of four shot at--have committed crimes specified in Articles 202, 204, 205, 206, 207, 
208, 214 of the Mongolian Criminal law. 

"Actions of both companies are illegal," notes UMMRL, "as they are violating Mongolian laws on the prohibition of 
mining operations at headwaters of rivers, protected zones of water reservoirs and forest areas. Because of these 
mining companies, local citizens, herders and livestock animals experienced environmental damages including skin 
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irritation and formation of lumps; eye diseases and intoxication of internal organs of humans and livestock animals... 
in Selenge province. These companies are operating in the headwaters of Gachuurt and Budanch Rivers and have 
reduced the flows of these rivers. Local people and livestock animals have no access to drinking water sources." 
[108] 

On March 10, 2010, the UMMRL established a student chapter named 'Fresh Water'. Its main goal is to involve 
Mongolian young people and students in the protection of the environment and natural resources. In May, 2010, the 
UMMRL and Mongolian Water Agency were working to delineate boundaries to prohibit mining operations in 350 
soums and 21 aimags. Another draft law advanced by UMMRL would enable local people and civic organizations to 
sue mining companies for compensation against environmental destruction and emotional damages. 

On July 16, 2010, the Mongolian Parliament authorized a law imposing restrictions on exploration and mining near 
water resources and empowering local officials to adjudicate mining issues. The UMMRL began a process of 
petitioning government to enforce laws that have been passed and put some teeth behind their paper proclamations. 

On August 24-28, 2010, some 60 participants from Russia, Germany and Mongolia-including Tsetsegee Munkhbayar 
and other members of UMMRL--participated in a conference to address the past decade of collaboration and future 
needs to protect the ecology and natural resources in the Lake Baikal and Selenge River basin, from northern 
Mongolia to southern Siberia. 

Protests and conflicts between herder communities and mining companies escalated all summer long, and occurred 
all over Mongolia. "These clashes occurred because of illegal mining operations," reported UMMRL, "local residents 
and herders are facing a lack of drinking water and livestock pastures." [109] 

On September 2, 2010, UMMRL announced that they will implement the law by force of local citizens if the Mongolian 
government does not. When the government did not respond, Tsetsegee Munkhbayar, leader of the Onggi River 
Movement, and G. Bayarra, leader of the Khuder River Movement, and D. Tumurbaatar and O. Sambuu-Yondon 
from UMMRL, opened fire on the two foreign mining companies. They had previously written to the mining 
companies, well in advance, but there were no replies. 

The Mongolian press reported the September 2nd action, noting that the gang of four Mongolian activists shot at 
bulldozer blades and other heavy equipment. There were no clashes with security guards and no arrests, though 
Tsetsegee Munhkbayar was summoned to police offices in Selenge aimag and questioned. (The English translations 
of the original Mongolian story were very bad and greatly distorted the facts.). 



Civil society protests involving thousands of people have continued in Mongolia: more than 10,000 people were 
reported to have protested government policies against the people in April 2010. However, it remains to be seen 
whether Mongolia's civil society leaders can endure and prevail against the big money and power of western mining 
and their NGO vanguard. Some mining companies use the argument that pollution is the fault of companies that 
preceded them on the site that is polluted. Companies also argue that any canceled mining licenses or revolved 
permits must be compensated, in the millions of dollars, no matter that they were stolen in the first place, and no 
matter that companies have already expatriated hundreds of millions of dollars that Mongolians will never see. 

On a visit to Centerra's 'Boroo Mine' site in June, 2010 Mr. John Kazakov, director of Centerra's Boroo Gold 
personally warned UMMRL partners that the mining association and mining corporations were working to pass a new 
law to neutralize the 2009 law that prohibits mineral exploration at the headwaters of rivers, protected zones or water 
reservoirs and forested areas. "We have a lobby group in the Parliament," he promised, "and hope that law will be 
passed very soon." 

On October 21, 2010 the UMMRL filed a lawsuit against Puraam Mining and Centerra Gold for environmental 
damages and violations of Mongolian environmental protection laws. "We targeted these companies because they 
are mining illegally in a historically important place," responds Tsetsegee Munkhbayar, "right next to the headwaters 
of two crucial rivers in a healthy forest region in defiance of existing laws. They need to be shut down." 

"People have criticized our choice [to take up arms] but, tell me," said J. Nyamdavaa, head of the NGO Protect the 
Security of Mongolia, an Onggi River Movement partner, "what could we hope to achieve through peaceful means 
like meetings and demonstrations in streets?" [110] 

In February, 2011, Mongolian news agencies reported that that six members of parliament MPs J. Batsuuri, Y. 
Batsuuri, O. Chuluunbat, D. Batbayar, A. Tleikhan, and B. Choijilsuren) are fiercely lobbying parliament to change the 
laws to allow Centerra Gold and other companies to continue plundering and polluting the land, and the six MPs have 
drafted a new law favorable to mining. Meanwhile, mining MP D. Zorigt issued at least 170 new licenses for explorat 
ion and extraction (one Mongolian M.P claims he issues 192 new licenses) on land protected by current laws. 

Not every western policy or idea should be rejected, and not every westerner in Mongolia is there to exploit: some of 
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the most dedicated and honest conservationists and human rights people--like 'Jane Smith' who was afraid to go on 
the record here--can be found in some of the small foreign, reputable NGOs, and there are even a few good people 
working for some of the rotten NGOs. The former types give their entire lives to doing what is right, while the latter 
deceive themselves, while always collecting their paycheck, into thinking they can make a difference from the inside. 
What we are talking about here is dishonesty and deception, and many of the Anglo-Americans or Europeans 
working in Mongolia harbor deeply racist ideas about Mongolians being barbarians who do not wash and cannot think 
and could never runs things. Most tourists don't give a damn, for sure: they are driven by self-interests and become 
another kind of 'innocent' visitor who exploits the people and the land. The mining corporations are determined to get 
what they want, one way or another, they always have, and they always do. In the Congo they kill the people to get 
what they want; in Mongolia it has not yet come to that. 
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keith harmon snow \ February 24, 2011 12:05 PM 
Note from a researcher in Mongolia: 

I accidentally found a report in Mongolian prepared by Globe lnternational--a Mongolian media NGO in Mongolia. It 
says that the "Gobi Initiative" funded and created a local newspaper in Gobi-Sumber aimag just before the 2004 
Parliamentary elections. The newspaper was supposed to publish local news, it had 500 issues. Due to decreasing 
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subscription it slowly died and stopped publishing in August 2006. Very convenient, right after 2004 elections 


Gobi Waves, an FM Radio station in Umnugobi aimag (Southern Gobi), was created with support from Soros 
Foundation and the "Gobi Initiative" in 2000. TAF helped to buy a transmission equipment to receive Voice of 
America" and continues supporting. TAF funded and provided trainings for FM staff to help them conduct radio 
programs for local miner (gold-digger) families. 

"Talyn Mongol" FM station in Dornod aimag was created in 2003 with Gobi Initiative's funding, etc., etc., and there 
are other media (FM/newspapers) funded by USAID, TAF and Soros. 


uyanga \ March 10, 2011 5:42 PM 

it is just PR of Munkhbayar. how he can convince the journalist. 

I know the guy, he also no difference those others, he took lot of money from Asian Foundation, then AF didnt give 
him face, he dramatically criticized the AF. 

Anyway, he not actual establisher of Ongi gol movement, just coincidently he got reputation in public, when the 
movement got bit success, he just took all achievements. 


advis | March 10,2011 10:05 PM 

3x opoHfl Mi/iHb mmm mx raMLUMr caMyyH toxmojiaooa bauraaA yHaxaap cairan lummlumph 6aMHa. 3ypx MMHb yMn>K 
6aMHa. 

I'm deeply sad what my country, mongolia, is experiencing! 


advis | March 10, 2011 10:10 PM 
Keith Snow, 

thank you very much for your posting! It is really terible, what we mongolians are experiencing! I hope we 
mongolians and people like you we all together do some changes! I HOPE... :-( 


Tulga | March 12, 2011 1:12 AM 

People like Uyanga, really really dissapoint me, please go back to your shitty office that was probably paid by 
some of the above mentioned mining companies. 

Wow, this article really opened my eyes for sure. I am really not sure where we could start. Everyone seems to be 
on their side, only few of us can realize and help people like Munkhbayar. Politicians, the government, government 
officials, citizens who looks for the government to give them money(which is a lot of people btw) and almost all 
westerners that are pouring into the country in the past couple years. We are pretty much powerless against these 
people, I am amazed, I am shocked by these stupid Mongolians(ie, Uyanga) 

I just hope we can realize how bad, how it will leave us with nothing as soon as possible. I mean majority of the 
population I hope one day they could all understand the consequences. 

Thank you for this very needed information 


bataa \ March 12,2011 4:17 AM 

I am mongolia. My mongolia is destroying, we must fight to our government and foreign companys 


Mongolian \ March 12,2011 9:08 PM 

Oh god, i'm shocked. I really believed those NGO's really helped us. I used to work in Ministry, totally all of our 
Ministry's cooperate with those NGO's. Tell me please, what should we do now? Plz dont tell me: It is too late do 
something good things for future Mongolia. :'( 


Uujim | March 17, 2011 11:15AM 

The biggest NGOs, huge amount of donations and fundings are just ruining Mongolian government, politicians, 
and very poor people! 


Zaya \ May 3,2011 10:30 PM 

Thanks for very informative and critical article. I hope it may help make some changes in Mongolia. 

I know some International NGO’s in Mongolia. Even I worked for one for while. It is very ridiculous to see how 
Mongolian high officials love foreigners without knowing who is or what he want. 


Onon B. \ April 29, 2012 7:09 PM 

I just wanted to make the correction that the law was passed on July 16th 2009, and not 2010. 


Tuugii \ May 27, 2012 2:12 PM 

Thank you for your infotmation.lt has opened my mind.We are DoomeD... It is seems like time to start everithing 
from 0 point.such a great mess...sooo sad 


Hulan | October 11, 2013 1:09 PM 

I think the article successfully tells the other side of the story. The story that is not driven by capitalist interests. I 
am too much sick of conventional articles in the media that concentrate on creating a certain image rather than 
reporting the truth. Very informative as well. Made me rethink some of the things happening in Mongolia. 

Bravo... 


Eugene Simonov \ November 9, 2013 12:03 AM 
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Thank You for this article which we at Rivers without Boundaries coalition constantly use to educate people about 
Mongolia. Now as Munkhbayar is in jail and the Great Khural is trying to amend the Law with long name to allow 
mining in rivers http://www.transrivers.org/2013/990/ it is a high time to update your saga. 


Chris Mash burn \ February 6, 2014 6:40 PM 

And who in this scenario would you say is most closely following in the spirit and footsteps of the great Genghis 
Khan? The one we've chosen to write all the books about; the big bronze statue guy. 

Maybe it would help to be more consistent in what we admire and what we condemn. 
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